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* THE OPPENHEIMER CASE. tem and how it worked to dis- 
Security on Trial. By Philip grace Oppenheimer and man 


. 
, 


‘{ threes eminent citizens, set up 


i”  M. Stern, with the Colla- 
boration of Harold P. 
Green, Harper & Row. 592- 
pages. $10. 


Fifteen years ago a board of 


‘t by the Atomic Energy Com- 
* mission to conduct an inquiry, 
‘found wat J. Robert 
. Oppenheimer--“father of the 
. A-bomb’'-~—was a loyal citizen, 
- “unusually ciscreet” ‘in keep- 
; ing secrets. Nonetheless he 
y Was found to be a security 
{ risk. His continued clearance 
to classified material was re-. 
® yoked, One of his taree “trial 
s Judges” 
; from the security risk finding 


:‘as did. one of the five Atomic « 


: Energy Commissioners who 


{ heimer died in 1967, 63 years 


4 old. F 
“ {Much has been written about :‘, The story of how he just 
“ his case. But nothing so far : 
written surpasses this excel- , 
lent book in detail, in thorough . A i 
.. presentation of the facts anda ; base his narrative on fact. In ‘ when the general asked Op- 
determination to give both ; some degree it resembles a , penheimer to set up and run | 
* sides of the strange story. The | 


¢ reviewed the findings. Oppen- : ? 
mor connection with my life. I 


others who ran afoul its intri- 
cacies. 

| As for what it did to Oppen- 
heimer. Will those born after 
the nuclear age associate his 
name with extraordinary 


-and devoted service to his | 


country, in transforming 
American physics and devel- 
, oping the A-bomb and as.an 
: important adviser in policy- 
; making? Or will his name 
{ merely recall a scientist who 


; got himself in trouble.with the 


| ‘government and was ad- 
; Judged a “security risk”. Op- 
‘ -penheimer is quoted, in an in- 


+ terview, as having fatalistical- 


SEOnE NS: : SONA: ‘ly observed: “I think of this as 


a major accident—much like a 
train wreck or the collapse of 


! a building. It has no relation’ Government service, but as far 


just happened to be there.” 
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r OVOry , 


hand, some of those who knew . 


‘him regarded him as arro- 

gant, with a rare capacity to 
- belittle, wither, alienate, espe- 
| cially those who lagged behind . 
‘his superior mentality and did ° 
* not grasp his own perceptions, . 
These traits contributed both . 
to his rise and fall. 

Many of his friends were 
“communists or fellow- . 
‘ travelers in the thirties at a 

time when communism was — 
. regarded more as an intellec- 

tual exercise than as a mortal - 
sin. He married a communist’. 
who had left the party. His: 

‘brother and his brother's wife: 

were communists. He made 

contributions, throug h-the! 
communist party, to Spanis. 
relicf. He belonged to a num-; 

‘ber of left-wing groups, which 
_he dropped when he entered 


as known was never himself a 
' member of the party. 
i Carefully Watched - 


an author who writes exceed- : and his many security officers 


happened to be there is told by General Leslie R. Groves! 
_ ingly well ahd who attempts to | knew all about these es | 


1 


mystery yarn, raising almost the Los Alamos laboratory, ' 


, Fector. And after Oppen- 


heimor’s “conviction” as a 
security risk, Strauss, at | 

a meeting of the trustees, 

moved that Oppenheimer be , 
‘wetained in that position, at an . 
increased salary. He was still ' 
director when stricken with fa- « 

_tal illness. 

The book traces the develop- , 

ment of the concern over Sovi- j 

et espionage in the early days“ 
“of the cold war and during 

the Truman and Eisenhower 
. administrations. The FBI sent ; 
: its file on Oppenheimer to the’. 
. AEC in 1947, It was carcfully 
- reviewed and Oppenhcimer 
was unanimously cleared, In 
* 1954 the McCarthy era was at° 
its height. Eisenhower had, 
- been elected, with a mandate, 
as he saw it, to rid the govern- 
ment of subversives, and had 
replaced the security system’ 
set up by Truman with a much‘ 
_ stricter one of his own. Wil- 
liam L. Borden, a lawyer and 
executive secretary of the: 
* Joint. Committee -on Atomic. 

Energy, long personally preoc-! 
‘eupied with the Oppenheimer’ 
file, quit his government job me 
and took one in Pittsburgh: ; 
After a long struggle with his’ De 
conscience he wrote a letter to’ 
the FBI, charging Oppenhel~ 
mer with being a Russian ~ 
agent. It is interesting to note’ 


1 that a consistent defender off - =} 


-f versity, was an assistant gen- 


- author, Philip M. Stern, spent. @8 many questions as it an-.° which developed the A-bomb. 4. 


- three and a half years on his |.S8wers, weaving together a. 
- research and writing. He trav- | chronological account. of 
“ eled 15,000 miles and inter- ‘'events leading up to its cli- 


* + viewed about 150 persons, in |: max, with Oppenheimer on the 


, the United States and Europe, :. Stand confessing, under a blis- 

" in pursuit of his undertaking. <, tering cross-examination, that 

¢ His collaborator, Harold P, !' he had_pointlessly lied ‘Be- 

« Green, now a law professor at ‘“cause I was an idiot,” thus 

‘the George Washington Uni- destroying himself by the con- 
tradictions wrung from him by: 
; eral counsel of the AEC at. his interrogator, Roger Robb 

. the time of Oppenheimer’s : (now a federal judge on the. 
‘ “(rial and was assigned to., Court of Appeals). 


draw up the charges. He and | The hook traces Oppen- 
Slern originally planned a | heimer’s career from 1936 un- 
joint authorship. In the end | til his death, It pictures the: 
, Green collabcrated, planning ; brilliant young scientist as a! 
a later book co! his own. .! professor of theoretical physics ~ 
Stern expiains that his origi- / at the University of California, 
nal plan was to write about a }* Berkeley, idolized by pupils 
security case. But the more he | attracted by his learning and 
tearned about Oppenheimer’s } his many gifts, unknown out-. 
own case, the more he became - + side the restericted communi- 
‘convinced that the security . ty of theoretical physics but 
‘system, which brought about ~ already a legendary figure 
the AEC verdict, was his' Within that community. 
major concern. “The case is There: were two sides to his 
now history,” he writes, “The ersonality, On the one hand 
system is still with us.” And rhe was charming, considerate, - 
his book ends up asa strong; Unusually persuasive, inspira- 
indictment of the security sya- ‘tional, with a superlatively 


A \elapi i  Trstigul Vv ,. : 
en tir ever elon fro fehl Ep 20020006 . 
‘ . the spoken. word. On the other - after the war he invited Op- ; 


. He was carefully watched, his. 
phones were tapped, his com 
_versation recorded on_ tape. 
without. his knowledge. Gener-, 

- al Groves. respected him and 
stuck’ by him throughout all 
his difficulties, After the war 

; Oppenheimer became chair-| 
-man of the. AEC’s General: 
‘, Advisory Committee for seven | 
. years and was chairman of at | 
. least 
committees in the. State, De- 

. fense and other departments, 


} symbolizing the entry of scien- : 


_tisis into government 
policy-making. And in the 


“ FBI, the Joint Committee on 


Atomic Energy, the Atomic 
Energy Commission and other 
security organizations, there 
were derogatory files standing 
four and more feet tall, most 
_of this evidence well known to 
his employers and reexamined 

. over the years, 
Admiral Lewis L. Strauss, 
a member of the Atomic En-, 
ergy Commission, later its 
chairman during the ATC 
hearing, was a trustee of the. 


penheimer, to. hecome. its di-. 


seven other advisory.|; nell brought the Borden letter 


Oppenheimer—as a Represens, 
“tative and as a Senator—was 5 
‘Richard M. Nixon. i : 

_ Fateful Coincidence 4 an) 
_ By a fateful coincidence, At- i ~ 
‘torney General Brownell had 3 - . 
‘recently charged Truman with - oo 
having promoted a ‘Soviet ‘ : 
agent,” Harry Dexter White. - 
“There was quite a stir. And 
when Edgar Hoover and Brow- © ‘ 


‘4 ay i 


mote Ho Oe 


wren. 


i and excerpts from the FBI 
‘files to the White House, there 
was another stir, Eisenhower 
‘summoned Strauss to the 
| White House, where he found 
| Hoover and Brownell. When |: 
{ Strauss said he had seen the * k 
file, Eisenhower told him to: ~ 
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Fen hee an 


conduct an inquiry into the 
: charges and in the meantime 
‘to draw a “blank wall’ be- * 
| tween Oppenheimer and clas- . 
: sified material. > : 
| This coincidence, morethan, | . | 
“any worthwhile evidence in 
the letter or the adverse mate- 
rial in the files, brought about 
 the.:."trial,”...déscribed by. 
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